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The a of this diſcourſe pays ent ee. 


Letler to the Rev. M 6 e 2 52 Smith, 


2 on his eminent ſervices” in defence of religion, 
and his © godly zeal” in maintaining the -* peculiar doctrines“ 
of the Goſpel. But he laments, that a Cates mintſter ſhould 


\ be fo be-fooled by Satan, as to write ſuch a book as Thelyph- 


thora. As he had heard it much talked of in different compa- 
. nies, he endeavours to guard the good people of Nantwich 
5 its pernicious influence. For this purpoſe he ſhews, 
that polygamy is contrary to the laws of God and man; 


that its conſequences are dreadful, and ruinous to ſociety ; and 


that is the bounden duty of every Chriſtian to abhor, - 
oppoſe, and reject ſuch a licentious and damnable doftrine .* 


This diſcourſe is written in a plain, homely ſtyle. The au- 


thor ſeems to be one of thoſe 
preachers. 5 Crit. few — 


— —— —ͤ— ww * 


ivines, who are called goſpel 
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Pn iekfintiit © 
| Two _ | 
SERMONS 


Preached in the 


Pariſh-Church of N ANTWICH, in Chefhirey 
: On Sanday, the 1oth of December, 1780. 
| Occafioned by a late Publication, ths 
«<THELYPHTHORA” 
| To which is prefixed, 
A N to the Rev. Mr. Mapan. 
iy JOHN SMITH, TI 
Rector of the ſaid Pariſh, 


"_ 


To avoid fornication, let every man have bis own wiſe, and 


every woman her own huſband. | 1 Cor, vii. 2. 
4 withſtood Peter to the face becauſe he was to be blamed. 
Gal. ii. 11. 


Nam uxor contenta «/}, que bona efl, uns viro, 
Lui minus vir und uxore contentus fiet ? 
-PLauTus, Mercat. 


Printed for the Author; and ſold by Alexander Hogg, in 
Pater-Noſter Row, Londen; and by all other Bookſellers, 
in Town and Country, 1780. 
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To the Rev. Mr. Mavan, 
Rev. Sir. 


HOUGH I have not the honor of a per. 


ſonal acquaintance with "ou, yet give me 
leave 70 ſa ty, that J am 70 ftranger 70 your cha- 
rafter.—T he long and eminent ſervices which God 
has enabled you to perform in defence of the Chrif+ 


tian cauſe, have procured you, (and that juſtly) 


among many, a great and reſpectable name. You 
have zealouſly preached Chriſt ; you have boldly 
food forth in defence of the grand peculiar doc- 
trines of his goſpel ; which alas! m the preſent 


degenerate times, are frequently treated with — — | 


cule, and their advocates with contempt. No op- 
Poſition however could reſtrain you from declaring 


10 your hearers the whole counſel of God; and 


from preaching the truth as it is in Jeſus. Wiſely 
have you judged, that the reproach of Chrift is far 


greater treaſure than all the riches of Egypt ; and 


that it would argue the greateſt prudence, the moſt 
conſummate wiſdom, to purchaſe the pearl of great 
price, though a man ſhould loſe the whole world in 
exchange. Actuated by principles purely evange- 
a; and PRE Chrift in v fincerily and iruth, 
B I T have 
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T have for many years heard g- fone avith | 


Pleaſure, and have read ſome of your publications 
| wvith delight and profit. After this declaration, 
which T aſſure yours (if I know myſelf) moſt cor- 
dial and fincere, I hope you wwill be ſo candid as to 
own, that I am not under the influence of a nar- 
row, bigotted ſpirit, veſpectbing either you or your 
 eoritings—No, Sir; 1 have frequently applauded 
your godly zeal, and been thankful to God, that 
_ vital religion, has, in this degenerate age, met 
with an able advocate in the perſon. of Mr. 
Madan. But wwhat fhall I ſay of your laf Pub- 
bcation, entitled, Thely phthora ? There 1s ſurely 


much learning and ingenuity diſplayed in it: many 
of your obſervations concerning the unlawfulneſs of 


drvorce, except in caſe of adultery, are, in my 
epprebenſion, firiking and juſt ; and your remarks 
on the marriage att, are forcible and right, and 

as ſuch, I moſt heartily approve and fincerely thank 


| you for them. Oh Sir, how thankful ſhould 4 


have been had you ſtopped bere !—But, alas! you 
| have proceeded much farther, and, in my humble 
opinion, by much too far. You have certainly ad- 


vanced, and ably maintained, ſeveral great and 


important truths; but I muſt honeſtly confeſs, that 
85 our book contains likewiſe many very dangerous, and 


ber- 


„ 
Hernicious tenets. Viewing the matter in this light, 


I think\it my duty io caution my flock againſt them, 
as being of a dangerous and licentious tendency. 


"Your Thelyphthora has lately ſound its way 


into mp pariſh ; it is much read, and more talked 


of. My opinion has been frequently aſked by my 
People; and as I wiſh in all things to Promote their- 
JJþiritual welfare, I will honeſtly tell you, that I 
have in all companies reprobated the above tenets, 


which you (to ſay no worſe) have bo hae 
And raſhly ventured to maintain. 

As Thelyphihora i 1s fiill the general topic of con- 
werſation, in almoſt every company where J g, I 
formed a reſolution (as T thought it my duty) to 
attack the exceptionable parts of it, from ibe 
pulpit, and from the preſs. I can appeal to the 
Searcher of hearts, that I did not engage in this 
defign out of the leaft prejudice 10 you; or with 4 


controver fial ſpirit. You know, Sir, I am by my 


ordination vow * to drive away all erroneous 


and. ſtrange doctrines, and to vindicate and 


maintain the cauſe of God and his truth. Senſible 


of the importance of this ſacred and ſolemn obliga- 
tion, I have compoſed, preached, and now F 


the enſuing diſcourſes. 
| . See the Office for ordaining Prieſts, 
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7 am rather apprebriiſt that you will think my 
remarks in ſome places too ſevere ; but I could 
dib you would recollect ( you fhould be diſ- 
- poſed io think ſo) that I am attacking Mr. M.'s 

errors, and not Mr. Madan. I truſt I can truly 
ſay that I love Mr. Madan, though I deteſt, ab- 
hor, and renounce his polygamous principles. A 
few weeks ago I received a letter ( reſpecting 5 
hypbitbora ) from a valuable friend at B-—. He, 
it ſeems, is a flrong advocate for your book ; and 
writes to know my ſentiments, — As I always wiſh 
| to deal. honeſtly wvith others, and 10 be openly dealt 
'  avith by them, I have ſent him an anſwer ; the 
pur port of which is to reprobate Thelyphthora 

in the points Before alluded to. 


I am ſorry there 6 whit ae Finns to 


differ m ſentiment, either from you or him, and 
that neceſſity is laid upon me to. declare that diffe- 


rence publicly. : but 'the philoſophers adage muſt 


plead my excuſe. Amicus Socrates, amicus 


Plato, ſed magis amica veritas. 
I am, Rev. Sir, 
Tour Heclionate brother, I 
2nd faithful ſervant, 


Polgany nale A 
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GENEs1s, Chap. II. Ver. — 


e ſhall a man leave his father and mother, 
and ſhall cleave unto his vi if, and they ſhall 
be one fieſh. | 

HE choice of my fn ſubject will, 

I preſume, rather ſurprize you.. It 

1s, indeed, of a very nice and delicate 

nature, and therefore unfit, in a general way, 


for public diſcuſſion: So delicate is it, that 


tis almoſt impoſſible to ſay any thing upon 
it without ſaying too much. For this reaſon 


I always ſtudiouſly avoided to treat * 


ly on the inſtitution of marriage. 

You, who are my ſtated hearers, will in 
teſtimony in my behalf, that it has been 
my determination and habitual endeavour to 
know nothing among you, ſave Jeſus Chrift, 
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and Lim crucified. This is the moſt 1 Iingortane | 


of all ſubjects; moſt neceſſary for all preach- 


ers of the goſpel to illuſtrate, confirm, and 


apply, and moſt uſeful for their hearers to 
conſider and digeſt. 
Senſible of this, I have endeavored, by 


the help of God, and truſt, that through 


his grace, I ſhall always endeavor, in the 


cCourſe of my future miniſtrations, to aim at 
the three following capital points :—1ſt, To 
humble the ſinner. 2dly. To exalt the Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, And 3dly. To enforce and pro- 
mote holineſs, both in heart, and life. Theſe 
(as a late pious author,“ now with God, has 
well obſerved) are the moſt material objects 
which can poſſibly employ both the thoughts 
and endeavors of the miniſters of the goſpel. 
If theſe are but duly attended to, God will 
then be glorified, the Redeemer eee 
and ſinners faved. _ 
The reaſon why I now wiſh to call your 
attention more immediately to the words of 
the text, is briefly this. A certain learned and 
eminent divine of the Church of England, 
x 2 "Pn truly pions and * Ke J. Hervey. 


whole 


(un) 
whoſe abilities, both as a preacher, and 
writer, are confeſſedly great, has late! y pub» 


liſhed (ſhocking to relate!) an artful ſtudied 


Defence of Polygamy. This work has, I am : 


informed, found its way among us; and 


| therefore, I think it my duty, as a ſpiritual 


watchman, and in conformity to my ordina- 
tion vows, * to cry aloud againſt it. 

The known learning ; the reputed piety; 
the great and long-eſtabliſhed popularity of 
the author alluded to; together with the ſpe- 


cious but ſpurious arguments of his perform- 
ance, will (it is to be feared) operate too 


ſtrongly with ſome, in defence of this im- 
pious ſcheme. I think it my bounden duty 
therefore, to caution and guard thoſe who are 


placed by providence under my miniſtry, and 
to warn them faithfully of the dangers ariſing 


from ſuch pernicious doctrine. This I ſhall 


now endeayor to do, by evincing, from the 
nature of the original inſtitution of marriage, 
1ſt. That Polygamy, is contrary to the laws 


both of God and man. 2dly. That it's con- 
ſequences are dreadful, and ruinous to ſo- 


ciety. And, zdly . That it is the bounden 
* See the Office for ordaining Prieſts, 
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8 j . 
duty of every chriſtian to n and oppoſe 
ſuch licentious doctrine. 


Firſt then, I ſhall endeavor to ſhew, that 


Polygas „ is directly contrary to the divine 


law.— This evidently appears from conſider- 


ing the firſt inſtitution of marriage, which 


is recorded in the chapter of the text.— 
At the 18th verſe of this chapter, we find 
the following declaration :—-The Lord God 
ſaid, It is not good that man ſhould be alone: I 


vill make him an help (not helps) meet for him. 
In conſequence of this reſolve, The Lord God 


cauſed a deep ſleep to fall upon Adam, and hr 
Slept; and he took one of his ribs, and he cloſed up 


bis fleſh inflead thereof. And the rib whieh the 


Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, 


and brought her unto the man.” And Adam ſaid, 


This is now bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſb: 
She ſhall be called woman, becauſe ſhe was taken 


A oui of man. Therefore ſhall a man leave his a- 


ther and mother, and ſhall cleave unto. his wife 
(not wives); and they foal be one fleſh. 
Thus we learn, that marriage is an honour- 
able inſtitution, appointed of God, in the time 
of aa: * It is (as an "able writer 


„ TL 7 A GOOG YA OLLINEW 


; > A * very | 


* = YE 


c 13 \ | 
very juſtly obſeryes) the firſt and Atrongeſt 
relation; it began | before parental duty exiſt⸗ 
ed, and is nearer than any ties of nature. It 
1 vou ſee, between ane man and one woman 
any. They wan, ſays our Lord, hall be one 
eb. This is clearly the original inſtitution; 
and whoever wilfully breaks in upon the 
arder which God himſelf has appointed, is 
ſurely | a tranſgrefſor of the law, ang ſubje& 

to the ſevereſt condemnation. 
Does then the Almighty expreſsly ſay, 
chat a man Hall leave his father, and mother, | 
and ſhall. clave unto his wiſe, and that they 
twain ſpall be one Jie ſh? Who than? 1s he that 
dares to contradict the divine injunction, and 
plead for a plurality of wives? Yet alas! fo 
| it is. Chriſt, and the cauſe of Chriſt, is now 
ievouſly wounded, in the houſe of his 
friends; and an able miniſter, has lately ſo 
fallen into the ſnare of Satan, as thus, un- 
guardedly, though wrideſignedly, to lift up 
his heel againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
openly oppoſing his own ſacred inftitution of 
marriage, which expreſsly directs an union 
between ope man and one woman, hb. 
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Had Thehphthora (which i is the title. of 


this dangerous book) been the production e of 
a lawleſs libertine, ſenſible and judicious 


men would not then have been either much 


furprized, or alarmed. The agency of Satan 
would then have fo evidently appeared, that- 
as ſoon as the book had been brought to light, 
ir muſt, have been immediately reprobated, 
and ſunk, with it's author, into contempt 


and oblivion. But, as the preſent writer £1 


- hath for many years ſupported an unblem- 
iſhed character; as he hath zealouſly preach- 
ed, and ably defended the grand and eſſential 
doctrines of the goſpel ;. the prefent error in 
his judgment is much to be lamented, and 
it's effects much to be feared. / 
Indeed, he has a right to claim the privi- 
lege of private judgment, in every point 
which is undecided by the word of God :— 
But as this word aſſures us that They twain 
ſhall be one fleſh, and thereby declares moft 


clearly againſt Polygamy, whatever this au- 


thor's private ſentiments may be on this par- 


ticular ſubject, it was ſurely inconſiderate and 


raſh to publiſh them to the world. 


2 


Could | 


uh &A ythas + 4 8 


T4) 
Could an open enemy to God, and all. te- 
Ligion, do more diſhonour to Jeſus Chriſt, 


than to appear thus publicly in defence of 


Pahgany !—T trow not.—Satan, I doubt not, 
rejoices much at the fall of this able writer 


into his ſnare; but I truſt that through the 


tender mercies of our God in Chriſt, he will 
ſhortly be delivered from it. When-it ſhall 


pleaſe our God that the ſcales of Ignorance | 


ſhall fall from the ſpiritual eye of his under- 
ſtanding, and he is enabled clearly to ſee the 
dangerous tendency of- his late ſhocking pub- 
lication, he will ſoon and loudly recant. I 
charitably preſume that this is the error of 
his head; not of his heart. One primary 
view of the author is, it ſeems, to ſtop ſe- 
duction, by endeavouring to convince the 
ſeducers, that they are bound by every re- 
ligious tye, to conſider the ſeduced as wives, 
and as ſuch entitled to a ſhare both of their 
perſons and properties. This I apprehend is 
one main deſign of the book. But alas! this 
ſcheme will never do. The remedy here 
propoſed to ſtop ſeduction, will not, it is 


om» have any influence over the abandoned | 
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in the hots or ar de er of wr . che 
former, though poſſeſfing . no property to 
maintain the ſeduced, Will not, . 
be reſtrained from the free indulgence of 


their darling fin, even by the fear of any 
expenices conſequent on it: and the latter 


will, in general, only confider their fortune 
as a proviſic ion for the fleth, atid will therefore 
have r no objection. to a full and free indut- 
gence of their finful appetites and paſſions, 
notwithſtanding they ſhould be obliged to 
take care of, and provic e for, the objects of 
their luſt. 121 every point of view then the 


. remedy propoſed ſeems worſe than the dif- 


eaſe; and therefore in my apprehenſion, the 
whole ſcheme merits nothing but rep/obation. 


However, whilſt 1 we condemn the bock, 


*:4 + & 


or us act with candour and benevolence to 


the. author; conſidering that even the wiſeſt 
and beſt of us, are poor, blind, ſhort-ſi ghted 


creatures; s and, ſince the fall, ſee through h a 


glaſs darkly. To err is human; it 18 natural 
nay, it is unavoidable in our preſent ſtate j— 


to be charitable 3 in our judgnient of others | 13 


godlike and commendable. Always reiem- 


bering, 


C7) 


bering, that <vith Tohat judgment we jaage, We 
Hall be judged, and with what meaſure e . 8 


10 e be meaſured to us again. 


When the word of God poſitively a ; 


mines any point, and condemns and forbids 
| any practice; then to condemn and prohibit 

is fo far from being unchriſtian, that it be- 
comes our bounden duty: we are expreffly 
commanded of God 70 rebulg out neighbour, and 


net 2 Her fin upon him. 
Now the word of God has explicit and 
intelligibly declared, that 2 avoid fornication, 


ſays the Apoſtle, let every man have his own 


Wife (not wives); and every woman her own 


huſband (not huſbands); and the ſame Apoſtle 
tells us, that a biſhop muſt be the huſband of one 


7 vife. And is this the doctrine tauglit in the 


Old Teſtament, by God the Father; and in 
the New, by God the Son, and his holy 
Apoſtles? ?. It ſurely is: if fo, let God be true, 
and every man a liar. In this caſe it cannot 
poſſibly be worth either your while or mine 
to beſtow, even a ſingle hour in examining an 
hypotheſis which is ſo clearly repugnant to 

God's holy word: and I would ſay to you 
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e 
reſpecting Mr. M's book, what the Apoſile 
has ſaid on another occaſion, touch not, taſte 
mat, handle not. Vain man, alas, would be 
wiſe, though he be born like the wild afs's 
colt: But the wiſdom of the world i is fooliſh- 
neſs with God: It ſhall vaniſh away, and be 
brought to nothing, but the counſel, and 
word of the Lord, that ſhall. ſtand, firm. as 
be rock of ages, and endure for ever and ever, 
Indeed, it evidently appears, from a great va- 
riety of arguments, that the Almighty never 
intended that any one man ſhould ever have 
more than one wife at one and the ſame 
time. The original inſtitution of marriage 
clearly ſhews this, (as I have already proved) 
in the firſt inſtance. They twain, ſays our 
God and Saviour, ſhall be one fleſh. Not 
they three, or more, ſhall be one eth ; but 
(mark the words) they twain, to ſhew that 
God intended that one man ſhould have only 
one * e. This is certain that twain are, and 
twain will be ſtill twain, though the learned 
(with jeſuitical ſophiſtry) ſhould diſpute 
againſt this plain truth for twenty years, and 


| their defenders for Oy more. 5 She 
Fs Bin | l 


EC WY 
We are informed in ſcripture, that Peh- 
gamy was introduced into the world by a 


vile murderer, whoſe name was Lamech. ' He 


was a deſcendant of that-monſter of i iniquity, 


wicked Cain, who ſlew his righteous brother 
Abel. A wicked fon, from a wicked proge- 
nitor. Unrighteous parents, have generally 


ungodly children. Corruption i is ſure to run 


in the blood, though grace does nor. La- 
mech ſeems even to have exceeded Cain in 
iniquity. The former was only « murderer; 
but the latter was a murderer, and a Polyga- 


gamift too: For, the ſacred hiſtorian informs | 


us, that he took unto him wo wives ; the 
name of the one was Adah, and the name of 


the other Zillah. And Lamech ſaid unto his 


wives, Hear my voice, ye wives of Lamech, 


bearken unto my ſpeech ; for, I have ſlain @ man 
to my wounding, and a young man 10 my Burr. 


If Cam ſhall be avenged ſeven fold, truly Lamech 


| ſeventy and ſeven fold. He was the firſt who 


had tranſgreſſed the divine inſtitution reſpect- 


ing marriage. He, as it ſeems, began the 


"8 » Genel ir 19. 235 51. 
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_ vile cuſtam;; but better men afterwards f- 
5 lowed His wicked example. 34 


How hard is-it, When cuſtom bas ftabliſh- 


ume a law, to eſcape from the pollu- 


tions that are in the world? We hence learn 
199, the. imperiouſueſs c of Lamech towards his 
wives. His wives hear his voice, and tremble. 
They who marry, like Lamech, for luft, will 
{dom long ſpeak kindly to their partners. 


We ͤhave here too, a prof af, the ferocity af 


-bis diſpoſition. I baue, ſſain a mam o my wound- 
ing, und a young, man to ny burt. That is, 
have done it, nor do fear the gonſeguences; 


Or, as it is in the margin f our Bibles, F 


would lay Ar man that dared to provoke me, or 


| and i in my v, though I were uud i in the 


conflict. Bloody - minded men ſtick at no- 
thing.; When their paſſions. hurry them on, 


they neither fear Gol, nor regard men. 


The accurſed fin of duelling, 18, (as an 


3 able writer well obſerves) the true ſpirit of 


' blood-thirſty. Lamech We may further note 
from the, word of God, Lamech's preſumptu- 
ous impiety, If Cain be avenged ſeven feld, 
few y Laos uni ſever Fold. From Cain's 


Bon | 1 Protektion 
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| pioteibi; he wickedly 8 his own ſecu- 


rity, let him commit what crimes he would. 


Thus wicked men wax worſe and worſe: : 


| becauſe God's vengeance is not ſpeedily exe- 


cuted, they harden themſelves, in the confi- 
dence of impunity; but, be it remembred 
| always, that tho' vengeance be low, it is never- 
theleſs ſure ; their damnation ſlumbereth not. 

I have dwelt the longer on the temper and 


character of Lamech, becauſe I with to preſent 


you with a clear and full view of his exceeding 
great impiety. He was, you ſee, a murderer, 
and a Polygamift, an im perious huſband, and 
an hardened profligate. , Such was the wretch, 


who wickedly forſook, and wantonly broke 


in upon the ſacred inſtitution, of God, in 


marriage, and inſtituted the damnable doc- 7 
trine of a plurality of wives; andi in this view 


of things, how, odious, and deteſtable does 
the doctrine of Pohgam appear? The devil, 
Who delights in impurity, firſt put the 
thought into Lamech's head; and vile, accurſ- 
ed Lamech, loſt to all ſenſe, both. of duty or 
ſhame, immediately puts in practice, that 
n ſcheme, which Satan had ſuggeſted. 
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And if this be afair repreſentation of the caſo, 


(#ich Tam perfuaded it is) is it not aſtoniſh= 
ing that any#priyate chriftian, and much more 
fo, that any chriſtian miniſter ſhould ever 
appear as an open advocate for ſuch an infer- 
Bal doctrine? Such it really is, which will 
Fyvidently appear now) I proceed to conſider 
its dreadful, and remous qu to 
ſociety. $ 
Vou have already ſeen that Narbe ig 
directly oppoſite to the revealed will of God, 
There is not a ſingle paſtage E che Old 
Teftarment, which either injoins, or com- 
mends it; there is not a fingle paſſige in'the 
New Teſtattient, which allows, or approves 
it; on the contrary, there are very many 
texts in the Bible, which clearly, and àbſolute · 
1 toridetnn it. If God would neither ordain; 
nor allow Haßgau, cen in the firſt iriſtance, 
when we may teaſonably fuppoſe, chat the 
Pedplitig of che world was an object in the 
diwine conttemplation; it is furef moſt abrurd 
to imagine that he now views it with a more 
favourable eye. It is Obrnéll indesd, chat God 
my have permitted Pohgany, undder his | 
25 RE ; We _ 
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Mofa inſtitution, but this is no proof that 
be ever approved it. He is pleaſed to permit 
many things in the preſent day, namely, 
murder, adultery, fornicatzon, theft, &c. &c. 
which are. in the greateſt degree, offenſive 
to. his unmaculate purity. 

The reaſons why, we cannot explain ſo 
fully now but we ſhall know hereafter. To 
permit, is one, thing; to approve, another, 
—The times of ignorance, God winked. at, but 
Mow, in the goſpel day, he commandeth all men, 
every. where to repents The grace of God, 
which bringeth fakoation, hath. appeared unid 
all men, teaching us, what? Not to indulge, 
obſerve, but 10 deny. all ungodlingſs, and worlds 
by lufts, and 10 true ſaberly, righteouſy, and god, 
in this preſent world. This indeed, is our 
higheſt wiſdom, as. well as our bounden duty. 


only. ſure 0 waer method maſt effectu · 
ally to ſerve ourſelves, and to promote both 
our preſent peace, and eternal happineſs. Let 
us all therefore reſtrain, and keep ourſelyes 
within the. bounds of lawful marriage: Adam 
df, before the flood, and n. | 

D 3 d 


ta 


15 and bis ſons alter it; and this too; was the 
caſe with moſt of the antient worthies, whoſe 


names are recorded i in the Old Teſtament. - 2 


Pohgamy was not univerſally, nor eren 
generally practiſed by the Patriarchs. ' Abraham 
_ complied with it, at the requeſt of his wife; | 


and not from inclination ; but the domeſtic 
uncaſineſs, which enſued when Agar behav- 
ed in an inſolent, unſeemly manner, to her 


miſtreſs, "Sarah, cauſed him, moſt . 


to repent of his compliance. 2 


. Tac continued faithful to his Rehecea; nor 
do we read, that he violated his marriage- 


: vow. And in this, he has ſurely left us a 


worthy example to copy after. He was fa- 


mous for his affection, and conjugal chaſtity; 
marrying but one wife, and living faithfully 


with her, even when (by the wicked cuſtom. 5 


of the time) he might have had more. But 


he, like a wife and good man, adhered cloſely. 


to the original and divine e, aye 
clave to his lawful wife. 9 9 8 
Facob, indeed, had two wives; "on 3 


Ferom obſerves) he married them among the 


Aria, where the Gentiles might think it 
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no fin; nor did Facob, in the firſt W 
either deſire, or deſign to have had any more 


than one wife, namely, Rachel. Laban, his ; 


father-in-law, did moſt groſly deceive him, 
by impoſing upon him, from lucrative mo- 
tives, his elder daughter, Leab, inſtead of 
Rachel. The deceit was ſoon diſcovered by 
Jacob; and he expoſtulated with Laban, - on 
the - injuſtice of his proceedings. Laban, 
makes a trifling, frivolous excuſe, in his 
own vindication; and then, Jacob agrees to 
ſerve Laban ſeven years more, to obtain his 
beloved Rachel. So great was his affection 
for her, that the years of his ſervitude ſeem- 
ed to him but as a few days. In the day, 
the drought conſumed him; and the froſt, 

by night; and fleep departed from his eyes. 
Jacob, was twenty years in Labar's ſervice ; 

fourteen years he ſerved for Lahan's two 
daughters, and fix years for his cattle ; and 

Laban changed his wages ten times. He 
was a cruel maſter, a very diſhoneſt and de- 
ceitful man; yet Facob, willingly and chear-- 
fully ſubmitted to all, for the ſake of his 
beloved Rachel. We hence learn, that love - 

| will 


0 6 
will make. the heavieſt burdens ſit light, ared 


reconcile the lover to the greateſt difficulties: | 


Vou ſee then, that bigamy, was at firſt, ra- 
ther Jacob's. misfortune, than, his fault» 
The deception which. was put upon him by 
Laban, paved the way: for it; and his ſtrong 
attachment to Rachel, induced him to com- 

ply with a corrupt cuſtom, which, in his 
better judgment, he muſt ſurely condemn, 


He knew full well, that in taking Rachel, 
after he had married her elder ſiſter, that he 


was breaking in upon the divine inſtitution, 
and became a tranſgreſſor of the divine law. 
And yet ſuch was the force of paſſion, that 


even Jucob, who. was, in many other re- 


ſpects, a pious, valuable, and good man, is 


led by his appetite, rather than che holy law - 


 frailty; ſhewing us clearly, that the beſt of 
men are but men; and therefore . Kun 
error, and fallibility. 


Aaam eee eee 
world was repeopled after the flood, it be- 
came ſo by. a fingle marriage: Noah had but 

„„ l con 
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one wife. 9. Vea, the very beaſts were or» 
dered by God, to go into the ark by pairs, + 


to teach man, as it were, that God approved | 


not prom: 1/cuous mixtures. 
To theſe obſeryations, I might deduce 


many more from ſeripture, reſpecting the 
mdefenfibility of Pohgamy ; but the preſent op- 


rtunity will not permit me to enlarge. — 


7% 


fully ſufficient to convince you, that Poly- 
gamy, is totally repugnant to the original 


inſtitution of marriage, appointed by God 


himſelf; and, I ſhall now beg leave fur- 


ther to remark, that it is as totally oppoſite 3 
to the laws of our country. Indeed, it is the 


duty, and intereſt of the legiſlature, 3 in every 
chriſtian and well-regulated ſtate, totally to 
diſcountenance and prohibit the wile, accurſed 
7 prafiice of Polygamy, Religion, reaſon, and 
ſound policy, all unite in this requiſiti tion. 
- Keligion, abhors it; ; reaſon, condemns i it; 
and, ſound policy, forbids it. 
In our own nation, it is wiſely enacted, 


chat no man ſhall have 1 more than one wife, 


1 Geneſis 1 vii. Ts compared with 1. Peter iii. 20. 
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t has been already advanced is, I truſt, 


4 28 9 
at one and the ſame time; and the law moſt 
Juſtly puniſbeth ſo great a violation of the 
divine inſtitution, with death. This penalty, 
> the legiſlature threatens, in order that it's 
terror may ſtrike thoſe, who are 100 hardened 
to be wrought upon, either by ſcripture, or 
reaſon. Indeed, rulers are, and rulers ought 
ever to be a terror to ſuch vile, and wicked 
Works. They bear not the ſivurd in vain. They 
are the miniſters of God; revengers to. execute 
avrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye 
muſt needs. be ſubjeet, Hof only for e wrath, but 400 
Fo conſcience ale. F 

I proceed now to prove, 2dly. That the 
conſequence of Polyzamy, are dreadful, and 
ruinous to ſociety. Indeed, the inconveni- 
encies and evils attendant on Polygamy, are 
innumerable; fo endleſs are they, that Fam 
rather at a loſs, where to begin or end the 
account. -Hence proceeds perpetual envy, 
Which is the canker of the foul ; jealouſy, 
- Which is a moſt dangerous, and fatal paſſion ; : 
together with ſtrife, malice, and murder n 


nad: where envying and ſtrife auer there f is 


t Rompas ai , f. 2M 5 
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Fonfuſion, aud every evil work. This AY 
always be the caſe among a plurality of waves: J 
One and the ſame houſe can neverpeaceab} ly con- 
tain a variety of women, each of whom thinks 
ſhe has an undoubted right! both to the perſon, 
and Erapenn 1 the huſband. This conſider- | 
0 who mittel Pobgany,. not to, 7 any 
man to marry two Wives, except he had 1 two 
ſeveral houſes to keep them aſunder; and the | 
patriarch Jacob, probably for this. reaſon, 
had a particular tent for every one of his four 
wives To this may be added, the dreadful 
tentions, which neceſſarily ariſe between | 
the offspring of the different wives, thro an 
; interference. of intereſt; the. feuds, and faQti- 
ons, occaſioned thereby, and the injury to 
thoſe childereng whoſe mother was not living 
_ -to' plead for them. Hence likewiſe, would 
_ Follow the diſſipation of the greateſt eſtates, 
| 'and deſtruQion of antient families, by mak= 
ing proviſion for 16: many branches. Hence 
' #00, would ariſe great injuſtice to ladies of 
e birth and fortune, to have mean wo- 
5 - Grads an % e 
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ere hasþeen (45 Fefe aa informed) We e 


one of the mot capital tra 1 towns in this kingdom b) 
-miniſter ofa certain! chapel iu! the ton, who is a FalthBill 


an exemplary life and converſatio e is = 


| chape clerk) a certain Harte man, Who was pony 

_ upon, — and well Hiſpbſed. 8 

A r eee el e 
onne 


8 3 fire to form a crimin en with a young” 
| roman, lon ei — worthip at the | 
faid cha this vile defign 7 
he miniſter, chapel rH writ] deb, an 2 an eee 80 le- 
men, ſummofe * — e bt OE © He 
ame with v N yg f ſhame and 
confelled his Pult as J0bpestel t be much wand . 2 
e be vile ——— | 
. Judges to forgive him too. He freely owned the criminality of 
| kis deſign, and ſeemeti deaply'ts'bewfil the reproach he had 
a - brought 
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There aroſe i in the ſixteenth century LEA 
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bile? informs us) a dene r 1 125 Iygamy 65 
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| brought. on the goſpel, and the oceaſien which he had 
given to the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme. His judges 
were ſtruck with'the humility of his deportinent. Inſtead of 
proceeding to immediate expulſion, (which was originally 
intended, on a ſuppoſition that his guilt appeared) they 
relented: They believed kis repentance tobe ſincere; fappoſed 
he was then aRuated by a godly ſorrow, and therefore, 
' thſtead of ſharp upbraidings, (which the odious nature of his 
| offence ſo juſtly required) they pitied him ; they forgave 
kim; and {on a promiſe of reformation in lite and manners) 
they agreed to let him continue in his office; In a few 
months after this tranſaction, Io Thelyphthora appears ! 
The miniſter of the ſaid chapel, whoſe conduct has always 
been marked (till the preſent unhappy exception occurred) 
with ſteadineſs, and prudence, reads, and alas 1 to the 
| t aſtoniſhment of all his acquaintance, expreſſes his 
approbation of Thelyphthora 17 Nay, he not only tacitly ap- 
proves, but incautiouſly,' unadviſedly, and raſhly appears 
wi n defender. He writes circutar letters to his friends, 
$ his entire approbation of the performance, and ſays 


Ihe, Madarr Tchende is “ divinely calculated to ſave" thous. 


Lands of his fellow-creatures from ruin. Impreſſed with 
*hele ideas in his own mind, reſpecting Thelybpthora, he very 
| Incautioully (to ſay no worſe) lends it to his ſaid chapel-clerk. 


The man is iruck with the noveity of the performance, and 


is much prepoſſeſſed in its favor, by the high encomiums 
paſſed on it by his maſter; he is aſtoniſhed at the learning, 

and inge of the author; he is quite in raptures to find 
his villainous deſign ſo ably maintained and defended; and 
relolves to renew his infamous attack on the ſame young 
woman, who had long been, it ſeems, the object of his luſt. 

In conſequence of this impious reſolve, he again writes. to 
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* waged war with e and A 
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through the preſcriptions of authority. 


; They 
kis deſign, eee (as interpreted, or 


rather dreadfully perverted in the preſent caſe by Mr. Ma-. 


dan) to juſtify his moſt impious, and infamous deſign. In 
ſhort he had managed his matters ſo artfully, that he was 
on the point of compleating the ruin of this thoughtleſs and 


- unwary young creature, when, lo! his iniquitous and infernal 


ſcheme is again providentially diſcovered. He is again ſum- 
moned to appear in the chapel, before his former judges, to 


which were added a confiderable number of very reſpectable g 
divines. The culprit again appears, but, his conduct is 


totally different. Inſtead of expreſſing, as formerly, any 
godly ſorrow, ſell· loathing, and ſelf· abaſement, he now, 


with a brazen brow, ſteeled with uncommon impudence, 


ſtands: forth in his own defence. He even dares. to vindi-. 
cate his conduct, · on the ground of Mr. Madam s arguments 3 
ſays, that he has done nothing amiſs in this matter; that he 


has a right by the laws of God to have the woman, and that 


ſhe is an adultereſs if married to auather. What an hardened. 


wretch! His judges were both amazed, and ſhocked at hig 


a . W | "ITY N 10 N 22 * 
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effrontery; and with the grentelt. propriety e 4¹⁰ 


miſſed him from his office. 


See here then a proof, too plain wad evi; af ake dats 
gerous. tendency, and pernicious effects of Thelyphthora. It 


is much to be feared that we ſhall ſoon hear of more ſuch 


inſtances, unleſs peradventure it ſhall pleaſe our God ſpeedily 
to open the eyes of Mr. M. and his defenders, and give them 


grace to retract what they have written. God grant this | 
may ſpeedily be the caſe; It is really awful to think that 
two eminent miniſters of the goſpel ſhould have been per- 


mitted to fall ſo deeply i into the ſnare of Satan, as to ſtand 


forth openly 3 in the defence of a ſcheme; totally repugnant to 


all law whether divine or human; yet ſo it is, and that ſa it 


* is, I 8 a La ped for our concern and pity; but 
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1 hed: 
They were followers of one Beritardiing Ochi- | 


; 1* and held it vab enen for a man to. 
| 15 1 9 have 
ie 1 not ſtop W let us not only pity, but OPM ens 


for them too ; that they may ſpeedily be convinced of the 5 


evil tendency of their writings, in attempting to defend Poi. 
Lamy, and that they may very ſoon, and loudly recant.—-, 
This is the only, and indeed the beſt thing they can poſſibly 
do, as matters now ſtand ; I pray God they may both do it, 
tpeedily, and heartily too. The cauſe they are engaged in, 
is both weak, and wicked, it is totally unſupported by the 
-word of God, and clearly repugnant to it. Hh 


* This truly learned and moſt i ingenious man was General 
of the Order of Capucins : an eloquent and diſtinguiſhed 
' preacher 3 and much courted and careſſed by the Great on 
account of his extraordinary accompliſhments. At the Re- 


formation he joined the Proteſtants, and left Italy, with | 


Peter Martyr, about the year 1543. He aſſumed a ſecular | 
Habit, and married a lady of Lucca. The connection, it is 
ſaid, proved unfortunate and it was ſuppoſed, by ſome, 
chat he wrote in yindication of polygamy, in conſequence of 
the diſappointment and mortification which he received from 
the gallantries of his wife. The ſevere Doctors of the Hel- 
etic church never made charity a fundamental article of their 
e and without ſympathiſing with his misfortunes, they 
8 proceeded to damn his principles. They were not accuſtomed 
to ſeek for candid apologies in the infirmities of age, or the 
Dro ws which ariſeth from ill treatment; but finding him in 
an error, they applied the common argument of bitter zeal to 
correct it. The method they took with poor Ochinus was 
ſhort, but irreſiſtible ; for they baniſhed him at once from 


their Church and State,' as the beſt method to preſerve the 


peace and purity of both. The Socinian Church in Poland 
being at that time a kind of common reſervoir of hereſy, 
opened its. wide gate to aur fugitive, and afforded him ſome . 
It * from bigotted a But as one 
error 
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| 3 a8 many wives as he pleaſed. What 
-  -pity is it that men of diſtinguiſhed. abilities, 
pPiety, and uſefulneſs, whoſe praiſe 1 is, and 
..._ Whoſe praiſe has been ſo long in the. goſpel, pt 
1 thould join hands- with theſe infamous Poly- 
Samt and heretics, and appeat 28 open ad- 
vocates for their execrable tenets, How are 


> ; 


3 the mighty fallen} How i 18 the gold become 
5 dim, and the moſt fine gold chauged! Lord 
teach us to ceaſe from men, and to look. more 

to thee, and to thee only, for wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, ſandtification and redemptian ! 


Indeed we cannot put too little truſt in men, 


nor too great confidence” in our great God 


error frequently generates another, this learned man became . 
"obnoxious to the Polonian brethren ; and at laſt ſunk into a 


ſpecies of hereſy een ty ar Beeline e | 


nas tolerate, © fy 


Maldonatus attempts, in his ect on Match. xix, | 
to throw ſome obloquy upon the Calviniſts, becauſe one of 


their ſect had publicly vindicated the practice of Polygamy. 
| Rivet (profeſſor of divinity at Poictieri, in 1633) ſtpiritedly 
| combats the reflection of the inſidious Jeſuit, and obſerves 


A Scimus fuiſſe excuculatum Capucinum qui ex Papiſino 0 


| ad nos tranfiit et ad Samoſatenanos deficit, qui, tales Dia- 


Jogos conſcripſit, quales ſe vidifle profitetur Maldonatus/ Is 
Hit Bernard. Ochinus qui a nullis durius fuit 1 075 quada 


yy 2 vosrkis.“ Exereit. in Geneſin, pag. 130. 


N. B. Ochinus's Dialogues on Polygamy were anſwered 


and 


\ 


585 be MS, 
and Saviour. They who ceaſe from man, to 
rely wholly upon God, will furely find a 
firm youll; "AER of 4 weak unb<brbilcs 
N 3 CCT 
at des , a Ma 
Route: duty” of ' every; ehriſlian' to abhor 
and oppoſe To eee tenet CI Ars 
Fah. (5000207 511 "v4 
"You have 40807 elt W Se de bee 
ntrary to the divine inftitution of mar- 
dige, which expreſſly ſays, they twain fall te 
ene fleſh Tt 3 3s contrary too to the laws of our 
"Own country, which forbid this accarfed 
Practice urider the penalty of death. It 8 
5 replete with evils of every kind; it 4s clearly: | 
_ Eontfary: to Our baptiſmal vow; which enjoins 
us to rendunee, not to indulge, all the ſinful 
10fts of the Heſh: : It is mebnſfftent with the 
"parity of bur moſt holy religion, and de- 
ttuctive of all vital piety. In ſhort, it is 
öffentive to Goll, hateful to all truly ſerious 
perfons, Gelee to ſociety, and ruinous 
to ithttiortär fouls, Fly therefore from this 
| "Secured practice, as from che face of a "fer | 
bent. If once-'you-rhoald be intangled in 


ues, — — - 
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3 1 you Will a 44 
and alas!- too late, .that you have offended 
God, brought :difhonaur to, Chriſt, grieved 


the holy Spirit, and pierced yourſelves thro' 
with many ſorrows. Be wiſe: therefore in 
time., behold you are warned; flee from the 


| aprath to comes If you would flee from wrath, 
you muſt reſolve, - by the help of God, ſtudi- 
| -oufly. to flee from fin. Sin is a tranfpreflion 


of the, law, and makes us ſubject to the 


 . curſe. *- Sin is the accurſed, thing which 
God hateth ; ; Its wages is death; death ſpiri- 


tual, death temporal, and death eternal. The 
Wages ef. fm, of every ſin, is death; but the gift | 


| of God 5s eternal liſe, through Feſus Chrift our 
Lord. Chrift is the way, the truth, and the 
fe, enen .camath; or can come, uno the Fa- 


ther but by him. Let us utterly renounce, de- 


teſt, and abhor all ſelf· righteous dependen- 
1 and let us look ſimply and ſolely to the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with an eye of faith, that 


wie may be ſaved. Bleſſed be God! he 1 is 
15 both able and willing to ſave to the utter - 
5 eo, all thoſe that come unto e 
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His 3 will teach us, his word will 


direct us, his ſpirit will quicken us, his 
power will protect us, and his merey will 
ſave us. 

May we all be enabled to 8 this precious 
Saviour more, and ſerve him better! He- 
is fairer than the children of men; he is 
faireſt among ten thouſand; he is altogether | 
lovely. 

And what ſhall 1 ſay more! 1 will claſs. 
his divine character, and this preſent diſcourſe, 
in the words of the evangelical prophet Iſaiah: 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a ſon is given, and 
the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulders ; and his 

name ſhall be called Wanderful, Counſellor, the 
Mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Tres 
oY Peace, * 


® Tfaiah ix, . 
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Gbr, Chap. II. Ver. 24. 


Therefore ſtall a man leave his ; father and mother, ? 
and ſhall clave unto his wife, and they Nel 
r 
N a former diſcourſe. on theſs words. | 

1 I'truſt, I have clearly proved, the three 
following points of dodirine—1ft, That 
Polygamy, is contrary to the laws both of 
God and man. 2dly. That it's eonſequernices 


are dreadful, and ruinous to ſociety. And, 


3dly. That it is the boumden duty of every 
chriſtian, to abhor, oppoſe, and reje& ſuch 
| Hicentious, and damniable doctrine. As I have 
already adduced many arguments to ſhew 
the dangerous and fatal tendeney of The- 
 Iphthora; 1 ſhall now beg leave to make 2 
few remarks, voncerning ſome other groſs 
| F 88 | miſtakes, | 
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We Which Mr.“ Madan bas made * 

cis dangerous publication. 

This writer takes much pains to depre- 
eiate the outward forms of marriage, and 
would make his readers believe, that they 
are the ſuperfluous ordinances of human po- 
licy.— Here, indeed, he is much miſtaken. 
It is certain, that the ſaints under the Old 
6 Teſtament, had ſome forms, reſpecting the 
nuptial ceremony, which they deemed eſſen | 
tial to an honorable alliance.“ The caſe” of 


Dinab, Jacob's daughter, clearly proves this, 


as a certain Reviewer + ſenſibly remarks.— 
f According to Mr. M.'s hypotheſis, ſhe was | 


actually married to the prince of Sbechem. 


But, the ſeripture expreſsly ſays, that he 
took, and lay with her, and defiled: ber 
It was after this act, that he ſaid! to his fa- 


ther, Get me this damfel 10 nvife, —It is evi- 


dent, from the chapter where: this circum- 
ſtance is related, that her brethren's rage 


was excited, becauſe they conſidered the con- 
dection, not ſo much unlawful, on account 


5 15 * " Compare Rik ir.” 10, with Tobit vii. © 13, 1 
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of 
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„ 
of the ancircumciſion! of the prince, as eri · 
minal, and ſeandalous; becauſe it had taken 
place without thoſe previous forms and Pipula- 
Tons, that were judged neceſſary 10 ratify a legal 
marriage. This is evident, from the reply 
they made to their father, Jacob, after he 
had expoſtulated with them for their cruelty 
towards the Shechemites. Should he deal ith 
our fifter as with an barlot? That is, Should 
her perſon be uſed as an harlot's is wont to 
be, without thoſe previous requiſites which 
are deemed neceſſary to ctedit and ſanctify 
the act? A certain divine, is totally filent 
about this faid-caſe of Dinah; and for what 
reaſon Is it not becauſe it militates ſo 
| ſtrongly, ſo inſuperably, againſt his favorite 
tenet, which is, that à carnal union of the 
ſexes, is all that is neceſſary to bay - e 2 
validity of marriage? 
I T ſhall not enlarge on this point "=P ſhall 
Proceed further to obſerve, that the ſame au- 
Thor inſinuates a wiſh (and a moſt cruel one 
it is), that all refractory, and diſobedient 
waves, might be immediately diſmiſſed, and 
_ _ He quotes a caſe, which you 
may 


. 6 ) 
nay find recarded.. in, the firſt chapter of the 
bock of Ether, where you find that King 


Abafueris did (by the advice of his princes) 


immediately diverce Jaſbri, his queen, for re- 
fluſing to make her appearance, in all her 
grandeur, before him and his nobles, when 


would ſuch a practice be! We ſhould rather 
Pity the 3 and condeſcend to the in- 


41 75 


deavonr tö mollify. their eextipers; to draw ; 
them with the cords of love, rather than 


drive them from us with mereileſs rage, and 
-vntelenting fury—=Men have their foibles, 
faults; and failings, as well as the female ſex. 
A deep and due ſenſe of this, ſhould induce 
us to put the beſt and moſt favorable eon- 


ſtruction on the conduct of our wives; and 
to ſoften them down by a tender, gentle, and 


obliging deportment. This will be the moſt 
| bikely and prudent method we can take to 


promote our ewn peace, and to induce their 


obecherice vid all our feaſbnable, and lawful 
| commands; An imperious behaviour te a 
celnceleſs woman, 18 both unchriſtian, and 


cruel. 


eryel.—Women 8 * to unite theme 
felves unto us, for. defence and proteRtions 
How, cryel, how Ungeperous is it then, ta 
aſſume #þe rant inſteact of the friend, and tq 
harraſs and perplex, inſtead; of loving and 
comforting, of honoring and cheriſhing auf 
lawfyl mern! All ſuch, barbarous Nretech⸗ 
es, are indeech, 2 reptoach to human nature, 
and totally unworthy even, of the chriſtian 
name. The Apoſtle teaches all huſpands to. 
| ove their wives, and not to be bitter againſt 
them. And ſure J am, that if we diſobey this 
injunction, we ſhall offend, that gracious. ang ; 
| good God, who himſelf inſtituted marriages 
to promote the real happineſs and SAL * 
mankind. 

The — and benevolent Author of ou 
being, who perfectly knows what is in All 
the, ſans. of men, ſays, Is is nat good for man ir 
be, alane; I will make him. an help meet far Rim 
He did ſo. And, ſhall man he ſo unggateful 
to the gracious giver, as to abuſe and evil in- 
treat this 4%, beß gift te men? God forbid! 
Bather let us all, who have entered into this. 
render, ſolemn, 110 afſeRionate engagements 


* 


4+. 


Pray eo God for grace, that we may be eau 
thankful for the bleſſing of a prudent and di- 
ereet wife; and do all in our power to promote 
the happineſs and comfort of our partners, 
boch here, and hereafter.” | Loft to all the fine 
feclings of our nature, muſt that man be, who 
can treat with the leaft degree of inhu manity, 
che wile of his boſom: he juſtly merits the 
"a Eonteing pt of all ſenſible, ſerions 18, aud Judici- 

ous perſons, and ſhould be tegarded” as 2 
monſter of ingratitude; ; In ſhort, he 1s un- 
grateful to his God, as well as cruel to his 
partner. Marriage was inſtitüted for the 
ſociety, help. and abt Which the one 
ought to have of the other, both in proſperi- 
ty, and adverſity. This conſideration evi- 
detitly lays both parties under a miltual « obli- 
gation to endeavor, to promote each others 
| happineſs, 1 in every lawful aud proper way. 
Women are formed with a natural tenderneſs, 
which makes them ſuſceptible of the fineſt 
5 _ How muſt the honor, and delicacy of 
the ſex then be itrjured by ſuch a dangerous pub- 
nenen as Thelyphthora, in which they are plac- 
00% in the degrading Alu, of a kind of upper 


120 ſervants, 


| ( $53 
> ſervants, inſtead 6f the faithful partners of 
our joys, and cares; nay further, they are ſunk 
even below the level of our friendſhip, and are 
conſidered only as objects formed for pur- 
poſes, the moſt ſordid. O tell it not in Gath, pub. 
& it not in Aſtalin, that ever any chriſtian 
miniſter ſhould ſo be be- fool'd by Satan, 
as thus to degrade and undervalue the moſt 
beautiful, as well as the moſt valuable of the 
ereation. I verily believe that there are many, 
very many more good, and godly women in 
the world, than men; the modeſty of their 
ſex, and the nature of their education, do, 
under the influence of divine grace, effectual- 
WE: guard them againſt many groſs, and ſcan- 
dalous vices, which dreadfully prevail among 
men. I am ſorry there are any exceptions 
from this general good character, which, I 
hope, does belong to the female ſex; but 
alas! it is feared there are many: however, 


let us not be too ſevere, but rather let us 
| Pity, and pray for them, that God would 
give them repentance unto life; enable them 
to ſee their fin and danger, and to ſeek after 
Chriſt before it be too late; always remem- 


bring 


ng that thoſe iacked, aid wines 
Kae may date their miſery, and ruin, 
from their acquaintance with wicked, and 
abandoned men: but 3 in order to avoid all ill 


1414. 


ſexes, Cobh can Hat Lew nothing but mi- 
ſery and diſgrace even here, and without 
faith, and repentance, damnation hereafter,) 
let every man have his own wife, nt wives; 

a and eyery woman her own huſband, not buſ- | 
ban ds. Marriage is honorable i in all, and the bed 
undefiled. „Tho man was poſſeſſed of all the 

bliſs of Paradiſe, as a learned and pious writer 
obſerves, one thing was fill lacking to his | 

felicity. He was alone, nor could he, amidft : 
the various orders of creatures, find any like 

unto himſelf; angels : are rational ſpirits, but 
incorporeal; beaſts corporea but irratibnal; 


God ſaw, and God pitied him. With the af- 
feetion of a kind father, unſolicitẽd, he con- 
ſulted his neceſſities, and reſolves to ſupply 
him with an help meet for him, of his bon 
7 Solitude is not ſuited for man, even 

N "Nate of intiooerice, ſociety" was Mes- 


* Ke Me he- Commeat. on Cu | 
means 


. 47 ) 

means. of our comfort, but a great help to 
our edification ; 5. & ſingle life wants many ad- 
vantages, that can only be enjoyed by a ſuit- 
ahle help-meet. 25 

Celibacy was never an ordinance of God: 
He who made man, knew what was beſt for 
him. God's glory required that he ſhould 
not be alone; the earth could not thus be 
repleniſhed, nor the bleſſing pronounced, be 
effectual. In the choice of a wife then, a 
help- meet is to be ſought; a companion and 
friend, whoſe preſence at home may be more 
| to us than the whole warld beſides. | 

Man was created firſt, and afterwards wo». 
man; they are two indeed in perſon, but are 
made one by the union of marriage. Man is 
but half bimſelf, without his Partner, Wo- 
man. From this original pair have the nu- 
merous generations of men deſcended that 
have overſpread the earth. How Fooliſh, 
how vain then, is the pride of pedigree; 
when. the beggar on the dunghill can claim 
the moſt antient and ennabled extrattion, at the 
fon of Adam, abo Ws, the Son. of God, We have 


an an literal ſenſe, one father; 3 we a are hre- 
4855 22 . thren 
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Gn of one family ; the Time bloc rüns ür 


our veins ;. and therefore brotherly affections 


ſhould be always in our hearts, one towards 


another, May we all practiſe this great duty 
of charity, and love, « one another out of E 


pure heart, fervently! 
* As Adam was created prior to | Boe ſo he 


| he hath in all things the pre- eminence; nor 


was he made for the woman, but the woman 
for the man. And here I would obſerve, 
that thoſe women have read their bible to 
little purpoſe, who have not yet learned to 
reverence and obey their huſbands, The wo- 
man was made of a rib of Adam, while he 
ſlept : She Was taken, ſays a pious writer, 


not from his head, 70 wfurp authority over, him; 
nor out of his feet, to be trampled upon; but 


out of his ſide, to be regarded as next him- 
ſelf: She Was moreover taken from under 
his arm, to be, as it were protected; and 


from a part near his heart, to be beloved and 
| cheriſhed by him. The creation of Ebe was 
the immediate work of God. He cauſed a 
deep ſleep 1 to fall upon Adam; he opened his 
Oh and cloſed it WP N It had been a 
painful 


„ 
painful operation when waking; but now, 
the pain is neither felt, nor the rib wanted. 


As ſoon as ſhe is created God brings her to 
the man.“ This occurrence is moſt beauti- 


fully deſcribed by the Prince of Engliſh 


poets, the incomparable Milton. The paſſage 


I mean is ſo very pathetic and elegant, that 
I muſt beg leave to introduce it: If you find 
but half the pleaſure in hearing it, which I 
have frequently done in reading it, I am ſure 


you will not be diſpleaſed with the A 1 


am now about to take, 
In the 8th book of Parad| ſe |, 55 Adam re- 


: lates to the angel Raphael what he remem- 


bered fince his own creation. He here gives 
him a moſt pleafing account of his being 
placed in Paradiſe; of his talk with God 
concerning the inconveniences ariſing from 
ſolitude, and expreſſes his defire of having a 
ſuitable companion. He then deſcribes his 


firſt meeting, and nuptials with Eve, in the 


e i moſt beautiful manner : 


Behold her! not far off, 

= Such as I ſaw her in my dream, adorn'd _ 
With what all earth or Heaven could beftow r 
To make her amiable :=On ſhe came, 


Led 
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Led by her heav'nly Maker, tho? ou 
And guided by his voice, nor uninform' 
Of nuptial ſanity and marriage rites : | 
Grace was in all her ſteps, Heay'n in her « eye, 5 
In ev'ry geſture, dignity and love.— 5 : | 
AI overjoy'd could not forbear aloud. a 
This turn hath made amends; thou haſt fulfil 
Thy works, Creator bounteous and benign, 
Giver of all things fair, but faireſt this 
Of all thy gifts, nor envieſt. I now fee 
Bone of my bone, fleſh of my fleſh, myſelf 
Before me; woman is her name, of men 
Extracted; for this cauſe he ſhall forego 
Father and mother, and to his wife adhere 3. 


And they ſhall be one fleth, one heart, one ſoul, 


| God had provided Eve for the comfort of 
Adam, and therefore he brought her unto him, 
and preſented her as his wife. When a wife 

is of God's making by the donation of his 
ſpecial grace, and of God's bringing, by bis 
ſpecial providence; ſuch a one is indeed like- 
ly: to prove a help-meet for a man. Adam 
gave his Eve a moſt tender, and affectionate 
reception; this is now, ſays. he, bone of my 
bone, and fleſh of my fleſh ; every. huſband is 

| obliged to regard his wife as his own fleſh, 
and to nouriſh, and cheriſh her with the moſt 
tender endearment. Our 


„F 
Our progenitor Adam, called his Eve, ' wo- 

man, becauſe ſhe was taken out of man. 
This, he did in token, not only of her ſub- 
jection, but of her nearneſs to himſelf; tho 
the differed in ſex, yet ſhe was the ſame in 
nature with himſelf by an union, which 
no tles, nor authority, muſt ſeparate; indeed 
marriage is indiflohuble till death. There is 
but one allowed cauſe of divorce, namely, 

adultery. f 
Where a connection muſt be 10 laſting, 
With what ſeriouſneſs and care, with what 
thoughtfulneſs and circumſpection, ought it 
to be entered upon? And for want of this 
ſeriouſneſs and care, thoughtfulneſs and ap- 
plication for the divine bleſſing, how many 
unhappy marriages have we now among us? 
Marriage is then, as you have ſeen, a divine 
iniſtitution, which took place even in Paradiſe = 
itſelf : It is no doubt- lawful therefore for all 
chriſtians ; even for thoſe who are made per- 
flect in holineſs, through the faith of Jeſus 

| Chriſt. But let all men be cautious how 
they enter into this moſt folemn and ſacred 

engagement. 6 7 ek 
The 


4:68 


The reaſon why we have ſo. many un- 


happy marriages in the world, is briefly this: 
The parties concerned do not invite the Lord 


"Jeſus Chriſt to the wedding; that is, they | 
do not call upon him in humble and earneſt 
prayer for his bleſſing and direction, nor aſk. 


the advice of his diſciples. Alas! Chriſt and 
religion are now little thought of in the 
generality of weddings: What wonder is it 
then, ſays a pious writer, if matches of the 
Devil's making (as all ſuch are which are 


contracted only on account of outward beauty, 


or filthy lucre's ſake) prove moſt -miſerable 
(as they daily do) and grievous to be borne. 
Indeed the Devil cannot lay a greater ſnare 
for young chriſtians than to tempt, them to 
_ Yoke themſelves unequally with unbelievers. 


Such unbelievers all moſt aſſuredly are who 


are not born again of water and of the Spirit 

of God. This was the ſnare wherein the 
. ſons of God were entangled before. the 
flood, and one great cauſe. why the Almighty 
brought that flood upon the earth. 

The ſacred hiſtorian informs us (in the 


| Gxth chapter of Geneſis) that the fons. of 


Tad - 
Gd, (the poſterity: of pious Seth). ſaw. he 
daughters of men (or the poſterity of wicked 
Cain, ) that they awere fair, (not that they were 
| pious) and they took them wives of, all, that they 
choſe, not which God. choſe for them. What 
follows? And the Lord ſaid my ſpirit ſhall 
not: always ftrive with men, for that he alſo is 
Heſb 3 that is, even the few righteous ſouls 
being now grown carnal by their ungodly 
marriages, the whole world was altogether be- 
come abaminable, and had made themſelves 
veſſels of wrath, fitted for deſtruction. Be- 
hold here the dire cauſe of men's apoſtacy 
from God! A bad woman, armed with 
beauty, is one of the moſt deadly inſtru- 
ments the Devil can employ againſt the 
1Jans of God: e 
A chriſtian man or. woman thould dread 
as much to be yoked with an unbeliever, as | 
a living body to be tied for life to a dead 60 
_ corpſe ; the one can communicate contagion, 
but the other cannot enliven a ſoul dead ia 
treſpaſſes and ſins. The marriage contract 
therefore ought not to be undertaken unad- | 
viſedly, lightly, or wantonly, to ſatisfy men's 
carnal luſts and appetites, like brute beaſts 
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that hive no undlerſtantling; but rather (a 


our moſt excellent church teaches) “ fevore 


etitly, diſcreetly, ſoberly, adviſedly, and 


the fear of God, duly conſidering Areas 


Wr Which matrimbny was ordained; It was 
ordained for the peopling of the world, and 

chat children inight be brought up in the 
fear, and nurture of "the Lord, and to the 
praiſe. öf his holy natrie. It was ordained 
likewiſe for a remedy againſt fin, aud to avoid 
fornication, that ſuch perſons as have not the 


gift of continency, might marry, and keep 


themſelves undefiled members of Chriſt's 


body. And, hilly, it was ordained for the 


mutual ſociety, help, and comfort, which the 


dne ought to have of the other both in Buy 


perity, and adverſity,” Ny 
Whenever any of you therefore - intend or 

deſign to enter into the holy eſtate of ma- 

frimony ; I entreat you to keep theſe ends 


always in view, and then you may reſt aſ- 
ſured that this ſacretl inſtitution will -indeed 


prove a bleſſing and a comfort to you.— It is 


now time to haſten to a concluſion; but be- 
fore 1 do ſo, I ſhall beg leave to remind yo 
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able in all) fgnifies unto. us the myſtical 
union that is betwixt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
and his church. This indeed is the moſt 
important point of view in which we can 
poſſibly behold it. The ſacred oracles ſpeak. | 
_ plainly and fully on this myſtical union; 
may we all know by happy experience what 
theſe ſcriptures mean. 
The prophet ſpeaking to the church of 
Chriſt, ſays, Thy Mater is thy buſtand; and 
the Redeemer gives to every true believer this 
_ moſt comfortable affurance, I will dethrath thee 
10 me for ever; yea, I vill betrath thee unto me 
in righteoufueſs, and in judgment, and in laving 
kindneſs, and in mercies, T will even beiroth thee 
wnto me in faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know the 
Lord. * The endearing relation which God 
is here pleaſed to aſſume, as the huſband of 
his people, ſhould engage our warmeſt af- 
fection, and moſt unſhaken fidelity, 1 will 
beirath thee to me far ever : Theſe words may 
refer to the Jews in particular, who, at laſt, 
thall be brought inta the viſible church of 
the redeemed; or, they may be applied ta 
ee particular believer, whether Jew or 
| » Hoſea i. 19, 20. 7 
H 2 Gentile. 


* 
Gentile. For it may be truly ſaid of all the | 


ſons of fallen Adam, Te have not choſen Chriſt, 
but he has choſen you : And by his grace, he 
enables and engages all' his people to chooſe 
him, as their Lord and huſband,” and to 
cleave to him in love, and faithfulneſs.— 


And bleſſed be God! this endeared relation 


ſhall ſubſiſt for ever. The gifts and callings 
of God, are without repentance; God's peo- 
ple can never be caſt away, far this plain and 
invincible reaſon ;—--Becauſe God cannot 
change. Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame, yeſterday, 
| to-day, and for ever; and this divine Re- 


deemer has condeſcended fo far as to give 


this moſt comfortable aſſurance, even to the 
vweakeſt of thoſe who truly believe. in him. 
None ſhall pluck them out of my hand. Him that 
cometh io me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. The 
Redeemer further aſſures his church, that he 
will betroth it unto himſelf in righteouſneſs, 
dealing with believers in the moſt aſſured ſin- 
cerity, and adorning them with the ſpotleſs 
robe of his own all- perfect righteouſneſs, 


= which he, their Redeemer, has wrought out 


for them, as their wedding-garment. Ar- 
. in this royal oy they are all fair in 
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the eyes of an all-righteous and juſt God; 


and that, in ſuch a way as is moſt perfectly 
ceonſiſtent with his juſtice: For, as Chriſt 


has paid the penalty which was due to God's 


holy law, on account of man's diſobedience, 

ſo God may now be juſt, and yet the juſtifier 
of him that believeth in Jeſus. 

© "Tho" the beſt of men are, in themſelves 

miſerable finners, vile and polluted; and de- 

ſerve God's wrath, inſtead of his love; yet 


(moſt aſtoniſhing to think) the Almighty _ 


| expreſsly promiſes in this ineſtimable portion 


to him for ever, not only in righteouſneſs 
and judgment, but likewiſe in loving-kind- 


neſs, in mercies, and in faithfulneſs. Be- 
lievers therefore may always depend on ſhar- 
ing the loving-kindneſs and tender regard of 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— He feeds his flock . 


like a ſhepherd he gathers the lambs with 
his arm; he carries them in his boſom; puts 
them next his heart; and gently leads thoſe 
that are with young. This divine Saviour 
betroths his people to him not only in loving- 
- kindneſs, but in mercies too: He beſtows on 


n every bleſſing which their _ ſouls 
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can ad and all theſe innumerable mercies. 
purely flow, not from the leaſt merit in 


them, but purely and ſolely from his free 


and undeſerved favor. And to crown the 


| whole, the Redeemer here promiſes that he 
mercies, but in faithfulneſs too; and that 
| they ſhall all of them know the Lord, from 
the greateſt even unte the leaſt of his people, 
le ſtands engaged to his people to fulfil every 
promiſe of the covenant to them. They thall 
ſurely know, and be united unto the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: From the greateſt even to the 
| leaſt of them ſhall know, by happy heart - felt 
| experience, ' the love and power, the 6 glory 
and excellency, of their God and Saviour. 
Such a knowledge have they as effectually 
_ engages their love and duty to him, and 
ſuch as will create in them a meetneſs for 
eternal glory. Bleſſed and happy are all they | 
who: ſtedfaſtly in their hearts, believe in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto righteouſneſs ; and 
| who do, in conſequence of the life, and 
power of their faith, make a confeſſion with 
their mouth of this glorious and divine Re- 
deemer, unto ſalvation. May we al be in 
-the happy number! 18 


- £m . 
It nk} take up too much time at prefent 
to recite and explain all the paſſages, whieh 
occur in both Teſtaments, which bear an al- 
luſion to the cordial and perfect communion 
which fubſiſts between Chriſt and his people 
from the inftitution of marriage. It ſeems a 
favourite, becaufe the tendereſt idea to repre- 
ſent the intimate love and grace ed 
deeming God. 
It is remarked by Senn, Judieious, and 
pious writer, that the book of Solomon's 
Song carries this allegory throughout; and 
thoſe who have read their bibles but little, 
muſt know, that it is a ſacred image, uſed 
to illuſtrate the higheſt privilege, and the 
moſt intimate acceſs of the believer to his 
Lord. Some particular texts of this kind I 
mall now refer to. 

And how ſhould it Alec us with wonder 
and delight, with aſtoniſhment and joy, when 
we confider, that Chriſt is ours, and that we 
are his in the bonds of an everlaſting cove- 
nannt ?— That ſuch fallen, weak, and fooliſh 

ereatures as we are, ſhould be ſo intimatefy 


gee Horæ Solitarie, p. 357%, 359, &c | 
1 See Jer. iii. 14, 31, 32. Rom. vii. 4- 2 Cor. ai. 3. 


Eph. v. 30s 37, 32: Rev. xxi. 2. 
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telated to the holy Savior, as to become mem 
bers of his body, of his 8 of his 
a bones; that, I ſay, would ſurpaſs the very 
belief of angels, wlio ſee moſt of the be- 
nignity of their Maker, if God himſelf had 


not deelated it ! Upon the foundation of ſuch 


love to us, how ought we to love him again; 


and to ſhew the cordiality of our attachment, 
not nh with our lips, but likewiſe.mn' our lives, 


by giving up our ſelues to\ his ſervice, and by wwalk- 


ing before him in holineſs and righteouſneſs, all our 
days! May all they that name the name of 


Chriſt, be ſtudious by the help 0f God's 


grace, not only to depart from iniquity, but 
to do all with a ſingle eye to God's glory! 


Chriſt is all, and in all; let us feryently pray 


for grace, that we may love him more, and 


ſerve him better, and chearfully devote our 
lips, our lives, our time, our all, to him.— 
They who know moſt of Chriſt, will furely 


love him moſt, and will be moſt ready to 
confeſs, that they cannot love him enough 
after all. Bleſſed be God, his mercy doth 


not depend upon their love to him, which 
alas ! is full of frailty and imperfection; but 
upon his own love to them, which is perfect 


and 


and immutable; Here is the Chriftian's ſ& 


_ eurity, and here he my r 8 his hopes 
por life eternal. 

To conclude.—It is now meet and right, 
* my bounden duty, as a miniſter of the 
goſpel, to call your attention from mortal 
men, mortal women, and mortal things, to that 
moſt weighty and ſolemn charge, which the 
great Apoſtle gives you. Brethren, the time is 
ſhort. It remaineth that both they that have wives 
be as though they had none; — that weep 
as though they wept not; and they that refoice, as 
though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as 
though they poſſeſſed not ; and they that uſe this 
world, as not abuſing it, for the faſhion of this 
world paſſeth away.* We learn clearly from 
this important admonition, that time in ge- 
neral, and our own time in particular, is very 
vort; eternity is advancing ſwiftly; and the 
days which are here allotted us, draw I 
to their appointed end. | 

Since therefore, our great concern in this 
world, is to prepare for a better, it remaineth 
that both they that have wives, be as though they 
had noues not ſetting their affections inordi- 


1 Cor. vii. 29, 30, Ju. 
5 N | 3 
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e a Wing rid or retarded from 
che purſuit of heavenly things, by any en- 
gagements, or attachments here below: 
| They thut weep, ſhould be as though they wept 
v; reſtraining all inordinate grief for the 
loſs of our deareft friends, or for any other | 
afflictions, ſince all our preſent ſufferings 
muſt ſo quickly have an end: They #hat rejoiced 


too, thould be as. though they rejoiced not; con- 


fidering the tranſitory nature of all their 
worldly comforts, and therefore they ought 
to ſit looſe by them: They bat buy too, ſhould 
be as though they peſſeſſed not; not truſting in 
_ uncertain riches; net placing their happineſs 
in theſe tranſitory poſſeſſions, but looking 
for, and dihgently ſeeking after a more en- 
during ſubſtance ;, They that ufe this world 
ſhould not abuſe it, to flatter their pride, or 
gratify their luxury; for the. faſhion of this world 
| paſeth away: All things here below are flee» 
ing as the ſhadow, and will ſhortly vaniſh 
as the dream when one awaketh,, Indeed, a 
deep ſenſe of the vanity of time, and the im- 
portance of eternity, is needful, to regulate = 
both our joys and forrows, and to keep our. 
ann Giſcogaged from the objects of ſenſe, _ 
| which 


( 3 * 
hieb. would otherwiſe enflave us. Alas! 


we are dying worms, in-a dying world; the 
longeſt life is but a ſhort time; every mo- 
ment we are in jeopardy, and what is all the 
world to a dying man? My chriſtian bre« 
ihren, think ſeriouſly of thefe things.—Man 
that is born of a woman, hath but a hurt time to 
Ave, and is full of miſery, He cometh up, and 
is cut din lite a flower, he fleeth, as it were a 
ſhadow, and never continueth in one flay. What 
is your kfe? it is even as a vapour, that 
cotitinueth for a little time, and then vaniſh» 
eth away. Be wife therefore in time, and 


duly confider your latter end. What is a man 


Profited if he ſhall gain the whole evo d, and 
e his own foul? If the foul be ſaved, all is 


af, eternally ſafe, if the ſoul be loft, all is 


loſt for ever and ever. 
The great concern of every true bellever 
in Chriſt, is this; that he may dwell in 


Chriſt" and Chriſt in him; that he may be 


one with Chriſt and Chriſt with him; that 


he may be eſpouſed to him by all the en- 


dearing ties of love and grace, through all 
the circumſtances of his health, his life, and 
his * Thus married to Chriſt, he will 


3 
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155 bet in union and communion ts ever, with 
all that are Chriſt's. He ſhall ſurely meet 


them all in glory, and dwell with them, 


never to part again. 


"AF e ee eben, Wb cuts 


bimſelf with the thought of quitting a tur- 


bulent diſordered world, and of enjoying the 


company of philoſophers and his beloved 


Cato, in another ſtate: What reaſon has the 
real chriſtian to exult in the promiſe of being 
brought unto Mount Sion, and unto the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 


and to the innumerable company of Angels, 


to the general aflembly and church of the 
firſt-born, which are written in heaven, and 


to God, the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of 


juſt men, made perfe&,. and (what crowns 


all) to Ixsus, the mediator of the new 0 


venant. 


Bleſſed be God, he 3 


dies faith, Surely I come quickly. May your 


hearts and mine faithfully and joyfully reply, 


ſes: como, Lord Feſus! en, 7 
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